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Kaisu Koivisto: Perfect Strangers 1l
Steel, leather, glass; 2011

74 X 75 x 25 cm

Tampere Art Museum

Bambi-no

Electro-zinc plated steel, leather, glass; 2011
88 x 68 x 29 cm

Tampere Art Museum



Kaisu Koivisto: Snow White

Rabbit fur, steel, glass; 2009
145 x40 x 18 cm



Biography / Kaisu Koivisto

In her work Kaisu Koivisto incorporates different materials and media such as
steel, leather, fur, bones and horns. Installations, photography, drawing, and
video are integral aspects of Koivisto’s artistic practice. Her topics are often
closely knitted with the materials she employs: waste materials produced by a
society of excess. Her work involves the meticulous elaboration of materials and
themes.

The environment in which she lives is a source of inspiration for Kaisu Koivisto.
Salvaged materials which bear the signs of wear and tear: stains, scratches and
dirt. The processes of growth and decay are thus visible. She is interested in an
ambivalent aesthetic, the simultaneity of attractiveness and repulsiveness, the
synthetic and the organic.

Regardless the topic or medium of the work, there has to be an undercurrent of
uncertainties or contradictions; something disturbing which creates tension and
pulls the art work from the realm of mundane objects.

Kaisu Koivisto (b.1962) studied at the University of Art and Design Helsinki
(MFA). She has also studied art history and aesthetics at the University of
Helsinki.

Kaisu Koivisto’s work have been shown for instance in the following institutions:
Kiasma, Helsinki; Reina Sofia Museum, Madrid; PS 1, New York; Kumu Art
Museum, Tallinn, Estonia; Tokyo Metropolitan Museum, Galleria Sculptor,
Helsinki; Pori Art Museum, Pori.



Kaisu Koivisto: Camouflage

Sheepskin, steel, glass; 2009
70x32x 13 cm



Kaisu Koivisto: Bambience (detail)

Leather, steel, glass, cloth; 2010
64 x 64 x 23 cm



Kaisu Koivisto: View of In a Different Light. Forum Box, Helsinki, 2011

Nayttely Toisessa valossa. Forum Box, Helsinki 2011



Kaisu Koivisto: Disappeared

Electro-zinc plated steel, leather, rabbit skin, glass; 2011
184 x 95 x93 cm



Kaisu Koivisto: Perfect Strangers IV

Rabbit skin, steel, cloth, glass; 2011
75x70x35cm
Private collection



Kaisu Koivisto: The Nationality of Animals

Sheepskin, rabbit skin, muskrat skin, calfskin, steel, cloth; 2001-2011
30 x 360 x 230 cm



Kaisu Koivisto: Techno Nature |

Electro-zinc plated steel; 2011
220 x 305 x 220 cm



Kaisu Koivisto: Observatory

Electro-zinc plated steel; 2008
250 x 210 x 210 cm



Kaisu Koivisto: Vision

Installation in process. In a Different Light. Forum Box, Helsinki 2011
Steel, electro-zinc plated steel; 2005
200 x 250 x 70 cm



Kaisu Koivisto: Vision

Installation in process. In a Different Light. Forum Box, Helsinki 2011



Artist's statement / Kaisu Koivisto

My artistic practice spans sculptural elements and objects as well as
photography, drawing and video. These diverse strands come together in the
framework of installations.

| am interested in an ambivalent aesthetic, the simultaneity of attractiveness and
repulsiveness, the synthetic and the organic, stark geometry and the ornamental.
In my work there is usually a darker undercurrent to what at first appears to be
innocuous subjects. The topics and materials which | focus on are symbolically
charged: materials such as recycled leather and fur, bones, horns and other
organic matter. They bear traces of wear and tear, thus indicating the passage of
time.

The relationship between human beings and nature in all its forms, above all
cultivated and restrained nature we encounter in cities, is often a starting point
for me. | investigate complex visual structures combined with my ongoing interest
in the structures and technologies humankind is able to imagine and build.
Structures as means of organizing the society include such aspects as language,
research and science, architecture and education.

Recently | have also used printed matter as material and a starting point,
concentrating on the combination of visual and textual matter. | focus on the
fragmentary, interpretive and additive nature of history — or, histories — and
narratives in general.

www.kaisukoivisto.com

Kaisu Koivisto at work. Summer 2011



Kaisu Koivisto: A Perfect Circle

2-channel video installation; 2011



Kaisu Koivisto: Index

In spring 2010 | spent five months in Rome at the Finnish Institute. | happened to
find 100 year old library index cards, which | used for my installation and video
animation Index. The cards deal mostly with books on the Italian Risorgimento of
the 19th century: an ideological and literary movement to unite a nation which
was dominated by several states. The text, or parts of the text, is still visible on
some of the cards, implying thus the political aspect of the making of a nation.

The function of library index cards is to organize information by a set of rules.
Out of its context, the postcard-sized (15 x 10 cm) cards, executed in beautiful
calligraphy on various kinds of paper, became a starting point for a work which
comments the fragmentary, interpretive and additive nature of history, and,
narratives in general.

Contemporary academic discourse on visual art images often refers to images
as “texts” which are “read”. By adding one more layers on the index cards | seek
to emphasize the comments the fragmentary, interpretive and additive nature of
history, and, narratives in general.

and imaginative aspect of both visual art and scientific research. Both employ
fragments and interpretation of multi-layered information from which a greater
picture evolves.



Index; 2010. Size of each part approximately 15 x 10 cm

Index; 2010. Stills from video animation



Kaisu Koivisto Curriculum vitae

kaisukk@yahoo.com
tel. +358 40 705 1908
www.kaisukoivisto.com

SELECTED SOLO EXHIBITIONS

2012
2012
2011
2010

2010
2009

2007

2006

2005

2004

2002

2001

2000

1999

1998
1997
1996

1995
1994
1993

Aboa Vetus& Ars Nova Museum, Turku

Galleri Konstepidemin,Gothenburg,Sweden

In a Different Light. Forum Box, Helsinki

The President of Finland’s Invitational Exhibition. Kultaranta. Naantali
Eye to Eye. LOOV galerii, Tartu, Estonia

Bambiesque. Nurmijarvi Library Gallery

Strawberry Patch. Galleria A, Turku. Galleria Pihatto, Lappeenranta
Galleria Sculptor, Helsinki

Changelings. Galleria Harmaja, Oulu; Galleria Himmelblau, Tampere
Interiors. Sinebrychoff Art Museum, Helsinki

Planet Bread. Almondine, Brooklyn, New York

Surface Traps. Galleria Heino, Helsinki

Global Nomad. Galleria Ama, Turku

Cows in New York City:Reintroducing the Species. E.Jaske Gallery,Sydney,
Australia

Parallel Systems. Galleria Heino, Helsinki

Cargo. The Finnish Paper Art Gallery, Kuusankoski

The Great Meat Book. Galleria Sculptor, Helsinki

Earthbound. Galleria AMA, Turku

Cows in New York City: Reintroducing the Species. Photographic Gallery
Hippolyte, Helsinki

Wild. Hafnarborg Art Center, Hafnarfjordur, Iceland

Wild. Wainé Aaltonen Museum, Turku; Galleri Enkehuset, Stockholm (2001)
Cows in New York City: Reintroducing the Species. Newhouse Center for
Contemporary Art, Staten Island, New York; and Pori Art Museum, Pori, Finland
Inseparabile. Galleria Arco di Rab, Rome

Under the Skin. Studio X, Pori, Finland

Revier. Galerie Christa Schibbe, Dusseldorf

Galerie Mann, Paris

Milk and Honey. Galleria Sculptor, Helsinki, Finland

Young Artist of the Year. Tampere Art Museum

Cornucopia - Runsaudensarvi. Titanik, Turku, Finland

Procedures. Argument, Tilburg, Holland

Knowledge and Emotion. Kluuvin galleria, Helsinki

Galleri 11, Reykjavik, Iceland

SELECTED GROUP EXHIBITIONS

2011

2010

2009

Kunst i Natur 2011/ Norsk Fjellfestival 2011. Lillefiellet, Andalsnes, Norway
Food Chains. Salo Art Museum. salo, Finland

Tierisch - menschlich. Kulturforum Alte Post, Neuss, Germany

An Exchange with Sol Lewitt. Mass MoCa,North Adams, Massachusetts
Kajaani Art Museum

Luvassa lampenevaa. Joensuu Art Museum

Richtung Norden, MAERZ, Linz, Austria



Talent 2009. Between Dream and Reality. Designmuseum, Eindhoven
Turku Biennial: Surface. Ars Nova & Aboa Vetus,Turku, Finland
MURBAN, Artborg, Sipoo, Finland
Parallel Worlds — Fleeting Realities. Scala Mata Exhibition Space, Venice
2008 Pewna Finlandia. Center for Polish Sculpture, Oronsko and BWA Contemporary
Art Gallery, Wroclaw, Poland
The Art of Humanity. Mantta Art Festival
Kivinokka 2008. Environmental art, Kivinokka, Helsinki
Nordic Drawings. Skellefte&d Konsthall, Skellefted; Rackstadmuseet, Arvika,

2007 Puska. Environmental Art, Nurmijarvi
Pewna Finlandia. BWA Contemporary Art Gallery, Katowice, Poland
2006 SHIFTscale. Extended Field of Contemporary Sculpture. KUMU Estonian Art

Museum, Tallinn, Estonia
Horsepower. Helsinki Art Museum, Helsinki
New Life. Vuojoki Manor, Eurajoki
Eye to Eye. Anttolanhovi, Anttola
Art in the City. Bydgoszcz, Poland
The 9th International Shoebox Sculpture exhibition. Traveling exhibition:
University of Hawaii Art Gallery, Honolulu, Hawaii; Oliver Hyde Art Gallery,
Fremont, California
2005 Acceleration. Kunsthalle Helsinki; Lonnstrom Art Museum, Rauma
Une certaine Finlande. Atelier 340 Muzeum, Brussels
Poles Apart, Poles Together. Parallel Project for the 51.Venice Biennial, Venice
Sculptor 2005. Salo Art Museum, Salo, Finland
Faunomania. Réda Sten, Gothenburg, Sweden
Sata palaa. Lonnstrom Art Museum, Rauma
2004 Gokann. IV Triennial of Finnish Art, Kunsthalle Helsinki
Love Me or Leave Me. Kiasma, Helsinki
Sparks in your Shoe. Poriginal galleria 1984-2004, Pori
Open Studio. Triangle Artists Workshop, Brooklyn, NY

2003 Gokann. IV Triennal of Finnish Art, Kyoto Art Center, Japan
2002 Klosterstrasse/Berlin. Ruine der Franziskaner-Klosterkirche, Berlin
2001 Skin Forms Map. Museo Laboratorio dell"Universita di Roma, Rome, Italy;

Galleria Uusikuva, Kotka, Finland
6th KCAA - Seoul International Art Festival, Seoul, Korea

2000 No es solo lo que ves: Pervirtiendo el minimalismo. Museo Nacional Centro de
Arte Reina Sofia, Madrid

1999 Animal. Anima. Animus. PS 1, New York 1999 PoriArt Museum, Pori, Finland;
Museum voor Moderne Kunst, Arnhem, 1998; Winnipeg Art Gallery, Winnipeg,
Canada

1998 Galerie Wolfram Bach

1997 World Award Winners Gallery. Intergrafia 1997. Cracow, Poland
Loggia del Temanza, Venice, Italy

1996 Volcano. Pori Water Tower. Pori Art Museum and NYTE, Pori

Beautiful. Honkahovi, Mantta
The Forgotten Present. Vilnius, Lithuania
1995 Joy, Temptation, Pathos. Alvar Aalto -museum, Jyvaskyla
Exhibition of Finnish Artists. Helsinki Kunsthalle (also 1992)
Nordic Drawing Triennial. Sweden, Denmark, Norway (also 1992)
1994 Grafinnova 1994. International Print and Drawing Biennial,Vaasa, Finland
Young Artists. Helsinki Kunsthalle (also 1987,1990, 1992,1993)
AU. Tokyo Meropolitan Museum, Tokyo, Japan



STUDIES

1982-86 Art School of Kankaanpa4, Finland
2007-09 University of Art and Design Helsinki, MFA
University of Helsinki, studies in art history and aesthetics

AWARDS
Young Artist of the Year 1996
Nordic Drawing Triennial 1995
City of Pori: Culture Award 1992, 1996
Culture Award of Satakunnan Kansa 1991

WORKS IN COLLECTIONS

Amos Anderson Art Museum, Helsinki
Museum of Contemporary Art Kiasma, Helsinki
Turku Art Museum

Helsinki Art Museum

Statens Konstrad, Sweden

Lonnstrom Art Museum, Rauma

City of Skellefted, Sweden

Oulu Art Museum

Tampere Art Museum

Paulo Foundation

Wihuri Foundation

Wain6 Aaltonen Museum, Turku

Pori Art Museum

Saastamoinen Foundation

Kumu, Art Museum of Estonia, Tallinn, Estonia
University of Helsinki

ARTIST IN RESIDENCE

2010 Institutum Romanum Finlandiae, Rome

2004 Triangle Arts Worskhop in Brooklyn, N.Y.

2000 Newhouse Center for Contemporary Art, Staten Island, New York
1999 Finnish Cultural Institute in New York

1999 Circolo Scandinavo, Rome

1997 Hoherweg Studios, Dusseldorf

1995 Institutum Romanum Finlandiae, Rome

1992 Finnish Cultural Institute in New York

1991 Konstepidemin. Gothenburg, Sweden



